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V World Forum of Cities and Territories for Peace
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Networks for Peace

Alliances Against Discrimination, Racism, and Hate Speech

Friday, May 2, 2025 - 3:00 PM
Antel Arena, Montevideo, Uruguay

Background:

This event, organized by UNESCO in collaboration with the Latin American and Caribbean
Coalition of Cities Against Racism, Discrimination, and Xenophobia, builds on the
outcomes of the 4th UNESCO Global Forum Against Racism and Discrimination, held in
Barcelona in December 2024.

That meeting emphasized the importance of local leadership and cross-sectoral,
intergenerational collaboration to tackle discrimination in urban and territorial contexts.
The V World Forum of Cities and Territories for Peace in Montevideo offers a unique
opportunity to advance these discussions and strengthen existing commitments. This
event also forms part of the celebrations marking UNESCQ's 80th anniversary, founded in
November 1945.

Overview:

This panel brings together government representatives, local government networks, civil
society, and academia to discuss effective strategies to combat discrimination,
xenophobia, and hate speech in Latin America and the Caribbean. In a context marked by
growing social inequalities and political polarization, this meeting seeks to foster
constructive dialogue and integrated solutions to consolidate the "bastions of peace"
enshrined in UNESCOQ's Constitution.



Objectives:

e Foster constructive dialogue between political actors, civil society, and academia
on discrimination, xenophobia, and hate speech.

o Identify joint strategies and effective mechanisms to address these issues in urban
and territorial contexts.

e Contribute to the development of the Local Public Agenda for Coexistence and
Peace proposed by the IV World Forum.

Program (90 minutes):

Introduction and Welcome
Ernesto Fernandez Polcuch, Director, UNESCO Montevideo Regional Office.

Roundtable

Moderator: Gisselle Burbano, Regional Specialist in Social and Human Sciences, UNESCO
for Latin America and the Caribbean.

Panelists:

e Benedetto Zacchiroli, President, ECCAR (European Coalition of Cities Against
Racism).

e Juan Pablo Poletti, Mayor of Santa Fe (Argentina), Latin American and Caribbean
Coalition Against Racism, Discrimination, and Xenophobia.

o Josua Betancourt, Undersecretary for International Relations and Cooperation,
Government of the State of Campeche (Mexico).

¢ Florencia Astori, Director, Diversity Secretariat, Montevideo Municipality.
e Oscar Rorra Rodriguez, Mundo Afro.

e Javier Miranda, UNESCO Chair on Social Transformations and Human Condition
(CLAEH University).

Dialogue among panelists, guided by the moderator (15 minutes)

Public Questions and Open Discussion (15 minutes)



Closing Remarks:
Fabiana Goyeneche, President of ICCAR (International Coalition of Inclusive and
Sustainable Cities).

Methodology:

The event will take place in an interactive panel format. Initial presentations will provide

context, practical experiences, and theoretical perspectives from public policy, organized
civil society, and academia. This will be followed by a guided dialogue and an open
exchange with the audience, encouraging the joint construction of strategies and solutions.

Guiding questions:

What joint strategies can be implemented to effectively address discrimination and
hate speech?

How can local governments, civil society, and academia collaborate more
effectively to build urban environments free from discrimination, racism, and
xenophobia?

What lessons can be drawn from previous experiences in Latin America and the
Caribbean?

Expected outcomes:

Generate concrete recommendations for the Montevideo Declaration and the Local
Public Agenda for Coexistence and Peace, both instruments proposed by the V
World Forum.

Identify effective mechanisms for coordination among key actors.

Establish foundations for future strategic alliances and collaborations aimed at
strengthening inclusive, just, and peaceful cities and territories.

Contribute to the roadmap of the Latin American and Caribbean Coalition of Cities
Against Racism, Discrimination, and Xenophobia, under UNESCOQ's auspices.



